
 

Pro Tools Recordings Win Big at 50th Annual Grammy Awards

Digidesign Pro Tools is the production software of choice for 2007's most acclaimed musical achievements

DALY CITY, Calif.--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Feb. 13, 2008--Digidesign, a part of Avid Technology, Inc. (Nasdaq: AVID), is pleased to 
report that recordings in which Digidesign® Pro Tools® systems had been used were honored with numerous nominations and 
awards at the 2008 Grammy® Awards, which celebrated its golden anniversary last Sunday with a star-studded cast of 
nominees, winners, and performers. As in previous years, Pro Tools was used prominently in the recordings of both winners 
and nominees across a diverse set of categories and genres, from rock, hip hop, and country to soundtrack, comedy, and 
surround sound recordings.

It was an especially big night for Best New Artist winner Amy Winehouse. Pro Tools was used in the production of her breakout 
album Back to Black, for which producer Mark Ronson was awarded the Grammy for Producer of the Year, Non-Classical. 
Winehouse ended the night with a host of Grammys, including Best New Artist, Record of the Year, Song of the Year, Best 
Female Pop Vocal Performance and Best Pop Vocal Album.

Not only was Pro Tools used heavily in the production of Back to Black, it was also used in the recording and production 
process for numerous other Grammy-winning releases from a variety of artists, including Vince Gill, Foo Fighters, and Album of 
the Year winner Herbie Hancock. Other winning songs and albums recorded with Pro Tools spanned a broad range of 
categories, including Best Hard Rock Performance (the Foo Fighters' "The Pretender"), Best R&B Album (Chaka Khan's Funk 
This), Best Country Album (Vince Gill's These Days), Best Latin Pop Album (El Tren De Los Momentos by Alejandro Sanz), 
Best Folk Album (Levon Helm's Dirt Farmer), Best Reggae Album (Stephen Marley's Mind Control), and Best Surround Sound 
Album (The Beatles' Love).

Gil Norton, who produced the Foo Fighter's Grammy-winning album, Echoes, Silence, Patience & Grace, which also spawned 
the Grammy-winning single, "The Pretender," was quick to point out the powerful contributions of Pro Tools to his process. "I 
think for any producer using Pro Tools, or any kid who picks it up, it's important to use it to its fullest extent," he reported. "But 
you have to honor the human element of what happens when someone plays music too. There's a whole world inside Pro Tools 
that you can use to enhance what you do."

"It was a great night for artists who use Pro Tools -- their recordings took home major wins in almost every category across the 
board," said Dave Lebolt, Avid vice president and general manager of Digidesign. "Pro Tools|HD's versatility in helping to 
produce stellar recordings across every musical and artistic genre is reflected in the wide range of awards in nearly every 
conceivable category. Our heartfelt congratulations to our many loyal customers among the winners and nominees alike."

For the Grammy Awards telecast, Pro Tools along with Digidesign ICON integrated consoles also played critical roles in the 
HDTV and 5.1 surround sound broadcast from the Staples Center in Los Angeles. From their XM/Effanel mobile production 
trailer, the Grammy telecast audio engineers incorporated dual Digidesign 32-fader ICON D-Control™ systems to deliver 
simultaneous real-time 5.1 surround and 2-channel audio mixes for every live performance and presentation during the 
telecast. The unique dual system configuration allowed sound engineers to successfully create high-quality custom mixes for all 
on-air performances. 

Hank Neuberger, co-broadcast audio supervisor, commented on the positive impact Digidesign ICON systems make to the 
telecast: "In the past three years we've come to rely heavily on the power and flexibility of the dual ICON systems. Thanks to the 
tremendous workflow advantages made possible by these systems, we're literally able to capture more pre-mix time for our 
music mixers to create the very best balances. This allows performers and their producers more (collaboration time) with our 
music mixers to create a better sounding show overall. In the end, the results speak for themselves."

About Digidesign

Digidesign is the world's leading manufacturer of digital audio production systems and the winner of the 2001 Technical 
Grammy® Award and 2003 Oscar® statuette representing the Academy Scientific and Technical Award for the design, 
development, and implementation of the Pro Tools® digital audio workstation. Digidesign provides the professional music, film, 
video, multimedia, and radio broadcast industries with tools for digital recording, MIDI sequencing, editing, signal processing, 
and surround mixing. Digidesign products are marketed in more than 40 countries worldwide through a distribution network of 
value-added dealers, distributors, and OEM relationships. Digidesign, M-Audio, a leading provider of creative tools for 
computer-centric musicians and audio professionals, and Sibelius Software, the market leader in software for writing, teaching, 



and publishing music, are part of Avid Technology Inc. For more information, visit www.digidesign.com.

About Avid Technology, Inc.

Avid is a worldwide leader in tools for film, video, audio, 3D animation, gaming and broadcast professionals - as well as for 
home audio and video enthusiasts. Avid professional and consumer brands include Avid, Digidesign, M-Audio, Pinnacle 
Systems, Sibelius, Softimage and Sundance Digital. The vast majority of primetime television shows, feature films, commercials 
and chart-topping music hits are made using one or more Avid products. Whether used by seasoned professionals or 
beginning students, Avid's products and services enable customers to work more efficiently, productively and creatively. Avid 
received an Oscar statuette representing the 1998 Scientific and Technical Award for the concept, design, and engineering of 
the Avid® Film Composer® system for motion picture editing. For more information about the company's Oscar, Grammy® and 
Emmy® award-winning products and services, visit www.avid.com. 
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